
 

AAKP 3rd Annual POLICY SUMMIT  

    Kidney Issues on the National Radar  

August 6, 2020 
 

Time Session* Speaker(s) 

10:00 a.m. EST  

 

 

3rd Annual Policy Summit - Welcome 

and Highlights 

Richard Knight, AAKP President, former dialysis 

patient, current transplant recipient 

 

 

 AAKP Policy Summit – Strategy and 

Purpose 

 

Paul T. Conway, AAKP Chair of Policy & Global 

Affairs, former dialysis patient, current transplant 

recipient 

 

 One Year Later – Progress, 

Achievements, Barriers: Executive 

Order on Advancing American Kidney 

Health Initiative 

 

Session 1: Federal Perspective 

Moderator: Paul T. Conway, AAKP Chair of Policy & 

Global Affairs, former dialysis patient, current 

transplant recipient 

 

Session Presenters: 

• Nick Uehlecke, Advisor U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services (HHS) 

• Jesse Roach, MD, Medical Officer, Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), Center 

for Clinical Standards & Quality (CCSQ) 

• Melissa Dorsey, MHA, Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services (CMS), Quality Improvement 

and Innovation Group, Division of Kidney 

Health, Deputy Director 

• Krishna Patel, MPH, Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services (CMS), Quality Improvement 

and Innovation Group, Division of Kidney 

Health, Management Analyst 

 

Patient Perspective 

• Lana Schmidt, MBA, AAKP Board of Director, 

Ambassador, former dialysis patient, current 

transplant recipient 

 

 Wellness Break  Thank You to Our Sponsors! 

 

10:50 a.m. EST Potential Barriers to Innovation and 

Patient Consumer Choice 

Moderator: Edward V. Hickey, III, USMC, AAKP 

Secretary, Chair of Veterans Health Initiative, 

kidney patient 

 

 

 

 

 



Session Presenters: 

• Sara Traigle van Geertruyden, JD, Partnership 

to Improve Patient Care (PIPC), Executive 

Director 

• Steve Michalopoulos, Otsuka, Health 

Economics Outcomes Research 

 

Patient Perspective 

Jennifer Jones, USMC, AAKP Ambassador, 

AAKP Veterans Health Initiative, former dialysis 

patient, current transplant recipient  

 

 Wellness Break Thank You to Our Sponsors! 

 

11:25 a.m. EST Innovations Hitting the National 

Radar 

Moderator: Dan Abel, AAKP Vice President, former 

dialysis patient, current transplant recipient 

 

Session Presenters: 

• Zachary Cahill, Kidney Health Initiative, 

Marketing and Communications Specialist, 

Research, Discovery, and Innovation at 

American Society of Nephrology 

• Tonya Saffer, Outset Medical, Inc., Head of 

Government and Market Access  

• Chris Leibundguth, Baxter Healthcare, Director, 

Federal Government Affairs & Alliance 

Development  

• Peter Maag, PhD, CareDx, Inc., Chairman, CEO 

• David Davenport, Personalized Medicine 

Coalition (PMC), Manager, Public Policy and 

Secretary to the Board 

 

LUNCH/EMAIL  POLICY SUMMIT BREAK FORMAL PROGRAM RESTARTS 3:00 PM EST 

 

  

INTERMISSION PROGRAMMING: 

EVENTS SHAPING THE TERRAIN 

 

BREAKING NEWS: COVID-19 

 

• Diversity and Inclusion in COVID-19 Trials: 

Insights and Tactics (Richard Knight, AAKP 

President) 

• Coronavirus: Treating Immunosuppressed 

Populations during a Global Pandemic (Olivia 

Kates, MD, University of Washington) 

• Coronavirus: Transitioning Patients from 

Telehealth & Telemedicine Back to In-person 

Care (Neal Sikka, MD, Associate Professor, 

Dept. of Emergency Medicine; Program 

Director, Mobile Health Care: Innovations in 

Telemedicine; George Washington University 

School of Medicine & Health Sciences) 

• Coronavirus: Observations of Healthcare 

Systems Responses to Pandemic (Nonprofit, 

Private and VA) (Stephen Fadem, MD, FACP, 

FASN; Clinical Professor of Medicine, Baylor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2H0kKAcjYE&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=8&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2H0kKAcjYE&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=8&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUWI8bXR3HI&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=4&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUWI8bXR3HI&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=4&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBgn28mIZ6M&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBgn28mIZ6M&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBgn28mIZ6M&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-4P6ktCj0E&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-4P6ktCj0E&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-4P6ktCj0E&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=13


College of Medicine; Founder, Kidney 

Associates; Chair, AAKP Medical Advisory 

Board) 

• Coronavirus: Kidney Community Stakeholder 

Response to Global Pandemic (Alan Kliger, MD, 

Clinical Professor of Medicine, Yale University 

School of Medicine, and Vice President, Chief 

Quality Officer, Yale New Haven Health System, 

Chair Nephrologists Transforming Dialysis 

Safety; Emily Blumberg, MD, Transplant 

Infectious Diseases specialist, Director of the 

Transplant Infectious Diseases Program and 

Infectious Diseases Fellowship, University of 

Pennsylvania, Immediate Past President, 

American Society of Transplantation) 

• Coronavirus: Accelerating the Adoption of 

Telehealth & Telemedicine (Janice Lea, MD, 

MSc, FASN, Professor of Medicine, Emory 

University, Chief Medical Director, Emory 

Dialysis) 

WELCOME BACK! POLICY SUMMIT RESUMES FORMAL PROGRAM RESTARTS 3:00 PM EST 

 

3:00 p.m. EST One Year Later – Progress, 

Achievements, Barriers: Executive 

Order on Advancing American Kidney 

Health Initiative  

 

Session 2: Professional and Industry 

Perspective 

Moderator: Paul T. Conway, AAKP Chair of Policy & 

Global Affairs, former dialysis patient, current 

transplant recipient 

 

Session Presenters: 

• Wendy L. St. Peter, PharmD, FCCP, FASN, FNKF, 

University of Minnesota, College of Pharmacy, 

Professor 

• Abi Sundaramoorthy, MD, MBA, Somatus, 

Senior Vice President, Clinical Innovations   

• Bruce Culleton, MD, CVS Health, Chief Medical 

Officer and Vice President, Kidney Care 

• Jay Elliot, Bayer Pharmaceuticals, 

Cardiovascular and Renal, Executive Scientific 

Director  

 

 Wellness Break Thank You to Our Sponsors! 

 

3:50 p.m. EST Key Issues in Congress: Current and 

Emerging Legislation  

 

Moderator: Richard Knight, AAKP President, 

former dialysis patient, current transplant recipient 

 

Session Presenters: 

• Peggy Tighe, American Society of Transplant 

Surgeons, Principal, Government 

Relations/Legislation 

• Rob Blaser, Renal Physicians Association, 

Director of Public Policy  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0teLaFaYlg&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0teLaFaYlg&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrOjdrVgVtw&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrOjdrVgVtw&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OZxrsJ4TG3mYzbXlWH8MnN&index=14


• Crystal A. Gadegbeku, MD, American Society of 

Nephrology, Councilor; Founding Member, 

Diversity and Inclusion Committee; Member, 

Public Policy Board; Temple University, Lewis 

Katz School of Medicine, Professor of Medicine 

and Section Chief of Nephrology, Hypertension 

and Kidney Transplantation  

 

 Close of Day observations Richard Knight, AAKP President, former dialysis 

patient, current transplant recipient 

 

 A Look Ahead to 2021 Paul T. Conway, AAKP Chair of Policy & Global 

Affairs, former dialysis patient, current transplant 

recipient 

 

 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE  

ON THE RECORD AAKP Hosted COVID-19 Webinar 

Education Series Now OnDemand! 

 

Click on the links provided to view 

OnDemand or visit: 

https://bit.ly/AAKPCoronavirusWebinars 

 

• Clinical Trials: Expanding Opportunities for All 

Kidney Patients in the Midst of COVID-19 and 

Beyond  

• Coronavirus and Kidney Patients  Centers for 

Disease Control Expert Webinar 

• Coronavirus and Transplant Patients: Get the 

Facts, Save a Life  American Society of 

Transplantation and American Society of 

Transplant Surgeons  

• Taking Care of Your Dialysis Access During the 

COVID-19 Pandemic   

• Fighting Coronavirus Upstream - What Early 

Stage Kidney Disease Patients Need to Know   

• New American Telemedicine Policies & 

Utilization in the COVID-19 Era: What Patients 

Should Know   

• The USA Department of Veterans Affairs 

Kidney Program's Response to COVID-19  

• Kidney Patient Mental Health Management 

During COVID-19: Staying Connected while 

Staying at Home  

• Nutrition & COVID-19: The Importance of 

Keeping it Kidney Friendly  

*Agenda may be subject to change 

https://bit.ly/AAKPCoronavirusWebinars
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPsFnqPsBZg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPsFnqPsBZg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPsFnqPsBZg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwU5FZ9HpK4&list=PLsqCn2yDJM3OaOIe_ZaWkQTGBll8nc3TD&index=2&t=2688s
https://youtu.be/SjGw5dCIgPA
https://youtu.be/SjGw5dCIgPA
https://youtu.be/SjGw5dCIgPA
https://youtu.be/VO8o1YMatC4
https://youtu.be/VO8o1YMatC4
https://youtu.be/aDPQd9nLq6w
https://youtu.be/aDPQd9nLq6w
https://youtu.be/Oitp2yXAqu8
https://youtu.be/Oitp2yXAqu8
https://youtu.be/Oitp2yXAqu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJA_yCwHQOQ&t=256s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJA_yCwHQOQ&t=256s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqRvLFY_2_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqRvLFY_2_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqRvLFY_2_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEtcyij6epg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEtcyij6epg&t=2s

