
 
November 16, 2022 

     
      All sessions are in Eastern Time (ET) 

Time Session Speaker(s) 

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Network Lounge is open! Join in on the conversation! 
 

 

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 5th Annual Policy Summit – Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy Summit Purpose: The 2023 -2024 National Kidney 
Patient Policy Agenda 
 

Edward V. Hickey, III, USMC veteran; AAKP President; 
Chair, AAKP Veterans Health Initiative; current chronic 
kidney disease patient  
 
 
 
AAKP Leadership Discussion: 

• Diana Clynes, AAKP Executive Director  

• Edward V. Hickey, III, USMC veteran; AAKP 
President; Chair, AAKP Veterans Health Initiative; 
current chronic kidney disease patient 

• Richard Knight, AAKP Immediate Past President, 
former dialysis patient, current transplant recipient 



• Paul T. Conway, AAKP Chair of Policy & Global 
Affairs, former dialysis patient, current transplant 
recipient 
 

(5 minutes) Wellness Break 
 

 

11:05 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Vital Signals: Kidney Stakeholder Policy Priorities 
Impacting Patients  
 

 

Moderator: Richard Knight, AAKP Immediate Past 
President, former dialysis patient, current transplant 
recipient 
 
Speakers: 

• Sara Traigle van Geertruyden, JD, Partnership to 
Improve Patient Care (PIPC), Executive Director  

• Patricia M. D’Antonio, BSPharm, MS, MBA, 
BCGP, Vice President, Professional Affairs, The 
Gerontological Society of American: Representing 
the Patient Access to Pain Relief Coalition  

• Michele H. Kimball, Executive Director, Kidney 
Care Partners (KCP)  

• Edward Abrahams, PhD, President, Personalized 
Medicine Coalition (PMC)  
 

(5 minutes) Wellness Break 
 

 

12:20 p.m. – 1:20 p.m. Under the U.S. Capitol Dome: Current and Emerging 
Legislative and Regulatory Issues 
 

 
 

 

Moderator: Paul T. Conway, AAKP Chair of Policy & 
Global Affairs, former dialysis patient, current transplant 
recipient 
  
Speakers: 

• Peggy Tighe, Principal, Pyles Sutter & Verville PC; 
Strategic Advisor, Government 
Relations/Legislation, American Society of 
Transplant Surgeons (ASTS)  

• Rob Blaser, Director of Public Policy, Renal 
Physicians Association (RPA)  

• Kelly L. Delmore, Principal, Government 
Relations, and Public Policy Practice; Hooper, 
Lundry & Bookman, P.C.  
 



(20 minutes) Wellness Break 
 
Check out the Sponsor Spotlight: Travere Therapeutics or 
visit the Network Lounge!  
 

 

1:40 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. AAKP Recognizes 2022 Presidential Volunteer Service 
Award Recipients  
 

Diana Clynes, AAKP Executive Director  
 
 

(20 minutes) Wellness Break  
 
Check out the Sponsor Spotlight: Akebia Therapeutics or 
visit the Network Lounge!  
 

 

2:10 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. Critical Barriers to Care Transformation: How Payment 
Policies Impact Kidney Patient Consumers and 
Innovation Leaders  
 

 
 

Moderator: Edward V. Hickey, III, USMC veteran; AAKP 
President; Chair, AAKP Veterans Health Initiative; current 
chronic kidney disease patient  
 
Speakers: 

• Chris Leibundguth, Director, Federal Government 
Affairs and Alliance Development, Baxter 
Healthcare Corporation  

• Sharon R. Griff, MBA, MS, RD; Managing 
Director, The Griff Group  

• Neil Warnock, MD, MS, CHCQM; Senior Director, 
Medical-Market Access Data Generation and 
Observational Studies; Bayer U.S., LLC  

• Allen Nissenson, MD; Co-Founder, Renal Care 
Innovation Holdings  

• Mahesh Krishnan, MD, MBA, MPH, FASN; Group 
Vice President, Research and Development, 
DaVita Inc.  
 

(5 minutes) Wellness Break 
 

 

4:00 p.m. – 4:50 p.m. Challenges and Opportunities: Spotlight on 
Advancements in Transplantation and Allocation   
 

 

Moderator: Paul T. Conway, AAKP Chair of Policy & 
Global Affairs, former dialysis patient, current transplant 
recipient 
 
Speaker: 



• Matthew Cooper, MD; Director, Kidney and 
Pancreas Transplantation, Medstar Georgetown 
Transplant Institute; Professor of Surgery 
Georgetown University School of Medicine  
  

(5 minutes) Wellness Break 
 

 

4:55 p.m. – 5:25 p.m. 
 

AAKP Advocacy Initiatives & Capacities 

• Patient Voice Patient Choice™ 

• KidneyVoter™ 

• Decade of the Kidney™ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of day observations: A Look Ahead at 2023  
 

Moderator: Jennifer Rate, AAKP Marketing and 
Communications Manager 
 
Speakers:  

• Diana Clynes, AAKP Executive Director  

• Erin Kahle, MPA, CNP; AAKP Director of Patient 
Insights, Data Analytics, and Advocacy  

• Paul T. Conway, AAKP Chair of Policy & Global 
Affairs, former dialysis patient, current transplant 
recipient  

 
Edward V. Hickey, III, USMC veteran; AAKP President; 
Chair, AAKP Veterans Health Initiative; current chronic 
kidney disease patient  
 

Sessions & times may be subject to change. 
 

Watch all AAKP OnDemand Educational, Advocacy, and Skills Training Content at 
http://bit.ly/AAKPOnDemand 

http://bit.ly/AAKPOnDemand

